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Figure 1 - Storybox -  This box is 91/2" x 7" x 5" deep , but any size will do, just make sure it is manageable for your lap.  Make sure to have a lid for the box. I covered the box  and lid with cute , festive fabric so that it looks like a present.  When I bring it out  in storytime I have a ribbon wrapped around it ,tied in a bow. I will sit the box out so the children can see it  when they arrive and they become  excited about what is inside.  When the time comes for the storybox I make a big deal about opening the present and telling them that there is a story inside the box, let's watch and listen. 
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Figure 2
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Figure 3 - My story parts inside the box
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Figure 4 - This is how it is presented to the children.  As I tell the story I clip them to the side of the box and change out each piece when needed in the story.
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Figure 5 - What I see from the back.  I label and number my figures so I can find them easily in the box and know what will come next in my story.
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Figure 6 - This particular story is about Old Mother Hubbard who, after finding nothing in the cupboard for her little dog to eat,  goes in search of something to feed him.  On her way she encounters a bird who says the best thing to eat is a worm. Then a frog who says the best thing to eat is a fly. A pig who says the best thing to eat  is corn. A little boy who says the best thing to eat is pizza. Finally a mother dog who says the best thing for her little dog to eat is a bone. So when she reaches the store she buys him a bone and takes it home and happily gives it to her little dog.  I colored in the pictures, laminated them and attached a clothespin to the back. Just about any story can be adapted and the use of clip-art  would work also. In this collection I also have "A Little Story About A Big Turnip" which is so much fun because the characters can be clothes pinned together for added effect.
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Figure 7 - The backs of the story characters.  
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Figure 8 & 9  - Close up of an individual character
